CHAPTER  XVI.

WORDS WHICH HAVE CHANGED THEIR MEANING.

WE have seen in the chapter on " slang " how
people are continually using old words in new ways,
and how, through this, slang often becomes good
English and good English becomes slang. The
same thing has been going on all through the history
of language. Other words besides those used as
slang have been constantly getting new uses. Many
English words to-day have quite different meanings
from those which they had in the Middle Ages;
some even have exactly opposite meanings to their
original sense. Sometimes words keep both the old
meaning and the new.

In this matter the English language is very
different from the German. The English language
has many words which the Germans have too, but
their meanings are different. The Germans have
kept the original meanings which these words had
hundreds of years ago; but the thousands of words
which have come down to us from the English lan-
guage of a thousand years ago have nearly all
changed their meanings.